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SEVEN EYES CF NIIGUAELE Gn N3F type Fuggheads; I ought to resent the implication as
a brand spanking director ¢f the greatest organization, but I guess I s¢rta haif a
agree with Tuskey. There is a definate type that seems to find sclace i1n the N3F &
given the opportunity I'l]l suppert tihe contention taat M3F members should get out ani
ecirculate in general fandom. There has been some discussion on whwther any (possibl
possible benefits should be limited te N3F members. 1 am dead set against such
policies. When and if the N3F published anything of real benefit to fandem I want

it given full distribution.

In Pornography and the Law, every time the story got interesting they cut it eff

and vent into a long winded discussien of "dirty books', Seriously tho, 1 suppese
most of you know that Tropic of Cancer is on general sale. lhere was amusing in-

cident concerning it. Grove Press announced a paper back edition of it scme months
ago. There's a good sized distributor of it in Ann Arbor and Jean tells the follow-
ing.
The book was almost ready for reledse when a rival publisher anncunced that
they were. issuing a paper back edition, Since it appeared previcusly without a
copy right it has become public domain material. well, the distributor reciev-
ed telegrams from both publishers, announcing tiiat they were rushing copies to
him. Next he got a telegram from Grove Fress announcing that their's was the
only "authorized editicn'. Immediately following tiis came a telegram from
Henry Miller, the author, stating that only Grove Press editicns were "authorized
Soon a new telegram appeared from Grove Press stating that any distributor
handling "unauthorized editions" would be taken to court, Before the manager
could pile thies one on top of the rapidly growing pile another one appeared from
the rival publisher, stating that they were prepared to defend all suits at their
expense,

The outcome of this still isn't known but only the Grove Press edition came
out, apparently some deal was made with the rival publisher, Buyers, 1 fear
were mich disappointed by the contents., The orginal edition contained stronger
but far less ineidents than were found in the once common Mickey Spillane books.

POT POURRI

FOT POURRI John, I couldn't agree more with you concerning the sad fate of current
Science Fietion. Is there any way we can get back our 'hugo' th4gt you took ever to
Bréan Aldiss 2 From e promising pr:ctioneer he has turned into a purveyor of pure
trash with sloppy writing tossed in. It's bad encugh to get this from someone who
can't do better, but I know he can do a decent job if he wanted too. "

SAFARI ~ Earl, vou need a crank turner for the next year ? Perhaps this is the
place to®explain how well Earl takes orders., Last fall 1 cent him off a letter with
some advice, and at frequent intervals 1 repeateds "Save loney", "Don'T spend it if
you can avoid it*, etc. Sure enough, a few days later 1 had a letter from barl
"Postage Due, While 1 appreciate his taking my advice thls wasn 't the sort of
expense cutting 1 was suggestlng.

J1m= My sympathy for your father's death,

POR QUE You get phone'calls 2 Let me tell you about my phone calls! Year and a
halft ago I went to bed at my usual time one Friday night. So, at 4§ 4.M, the phone
rang. 1 leaped from my, bed, stumbled through the door and yanked the reciever from
the phone, A cheery voice said, "This is harlan £llison, I'm in town and I need
Roger S5im's phone mmber," 1 suggested that he turn the phone book from the "Dis®
to the "S's" and hunt it bimself, True, Roger had recently moved and hHarlan did-
n't know his address, whereas mine haes remained constafnt for some years.

I wasn't really mad tho!'. The following night Rog, Mabel, Harlan & his sort of a
date, Nick Falasea, & myself went out on the town, We tried a horror, known as the
Mernmid tavern where they supposedly played Jazz. So, we walked in and sat down,

Here came a rough looking bar-mail smoking a cigar (s*help me) and asked what we
would drink, The rest of us ordered beer, Larlan had to order a glass of milk,




The pleasant barmain leok-d at us as tho we were all addled and asked gg. "Didn't
you people pass a deiry bar on the ‘way here'. Not to be cutdone 1 said, "oSurg, but
they didn't have a men's rocm".

The girl Farlan had brough from Chicago vasn't exactly happy and neither was he,
At some time in the past she and hiarlan had dated and become acquainted with s detroit -
eousin of her'‘s. The cousin had invited them to Detroit, proising a date for each of
them and suggested Ehe Memerial vay weekends They accépted and showed up in Detroit
The ecousin promptly made them not welecome and they spent the weekend fanning in
eech pther's company. At one point during the evening Harlan mede an abrupt U turn
at high spped, throwing the glrl against the side of the car, whereupon she got out
and got into my ecar, :
CCOX  Thanks Rich for the best con repert 1 saw, but it draws no comment, other than
thet I wish I'd been able to make it! ;

ESIL0 Jane, I'm very happy to see that the divorce didn't eliminate you from fandom
it's fairly seldom that the spousq\remained'with us and even in a short time 1'd eame
to look forward to Fsilo, Coventry sounds interesting, More please 7

SPELEOBEY. I'm slightly inelined to egree with you on the matter of the

FANZINE F(UNDATION, It's true that I won't have the time or training to do s proper
job of sorting, indexing, etc, However, on the plus side. is the fact that it has
been started and is running in a fashion. There are, I seem to recall, 38 standing
feet of fanzines in it at present, Oops, forgot the latest additions, another 18
inches from the Swisher collection, whieh runs it through the "N's", 1n addition 1
expect another bundle in this week, somewhere in the neighberhood of another 2 ine
ches, This should run it well over the 11,000 pieces mark at conamervative estim-
‘ates. 1 suspeet that it may be mueh closer to 15,000 pices at this time,

Lewis has 2} years to serve in the coast guard and I'm not sure that I will get
the stuff sortef in the meaentime, I have some small hope of getting into the semi-pro
line by that time and might be willing to turn over my duties to someone else by then,
but in any case they are accumlating and deing stored.at any :

My méager collection of PITFCS is peot for sale, however, 1 might be able to set
up photocopies in exehange for pbotocopies of the izsues you have. dgreed ? 1 need
issues before 138 and have them complete from that point.

1 find myself agreeing that you sheuld not refund Lewis 8 dues, as yeu say, that
vag up to Eney and his: declslon is probably flnal

MEST I'm sure you've heard of the latest in the White-luwoskowitz troubles but for
those who d4idn't; Sam & Chris are sueing Ted Vhite for alledged demmation &f char-
acter, malacious statements, ete. For the first time in my life 1 find myself '
securely in Ted's corner. 1t abpears to me that Sam and Chris were quite happy with
the arguments until White dealt a telling blow, then they ran weeping to their lawman
and demanded revenge.. The idea that Ted' 8 atatements would hurt Chris profession-
ally is rather ridisulous.

I've found soamething else even more foolish recently., The idea that Leorge's
Willick's (insert a drum roll here) *FAN AUARDS® should be nicknamed "Forries" to
honor Forry Ackerman, Up till new I haven't seen gpyope Other than VWilliek that
cares about the silly things. Far as I'm concerned the whole thing smells bad and
I'm sure that Forrje doesn't want anything tainted connected with his name, He has
spent a lifetime building a name ....;0h well, I'm repeating myself, but I for one
will walk qut on. the banquet if they are presented. I trust other pecple of good
taste will follow my lead, I don't want anyone cramming a four armed sword-
weilding menster down my throat! . : s MY V. g




TOLETAN For sheme ! The National Forensic lLeague, why you're practically bragging
that you're a fornicator! lordy, I wish I was sixteen again. A few days after 1

was sixteen 1 was doing construction work, Working at the plumbing trade for most of
the next year. Unions vere laughable in those days, (and 1t wasn't near as long ago

as you're thinking). . I and a big kitkm journeyman were working on a job one day as

a carload of negpes drove up. The union was organizing the local lumberyards and the
required system was to close down all home construction-until they settled on a con-

tract.

Like 1 was seying a load of negros drove up and the biggest one, apparently an or-
ganizer walked iato the house (rough framed) where we were, His remark, "Ain't you
batsards heard there's a strike on?" We had absolutely no connection with any union
and kbew ncthing of a strike, dut my partner stoed up, Picked up a 36 inch pipe wrench
swuhg the 40 pounds of steel gently back and forth in his hand and said, "Yeeh, us
bastards heard there's a strike, but we ain't gonna strike", In creasing the swing of
the wrench he advanced on their spokesman and said, “Now get cut or be carried out".

The gentlemen left hurriedly and then he asked me, *Did you hear anything about a
strike 2" We agreed it was all nonsense and went on working.

IGNATZ Loved that cover! H'm, 1 ean recall the last time you tried putting hand-
colored illios in SAPS and Gordon Black refused theme I've likely got one of the few
copies of Ignatz #1} somewhere in the boxes. Beer, my dear, is for peons. Us better
people exist on the finer things of life, like whiskey aend stuff, Ask George & Roger
someday about the local home made likker I oncet had. Came in a half gallon bottle &
was so rotten that it lasted six months or more, I used it primarily on fan company
to see if they could take it, I formed a strong admiration for a local feeme fan
some years ago. 1 took a pint or so to a party and offered drinks all around, first
warning them that it hit hard and tasted twice as bad, She, a sophisticated young
lady, took a big swallow and commented, "Yes, it's rather bad" and swallowed the rest
of the 3rink,

DRAGONLTTE Needs no comment}

HETRO M'Ghod, I knew 183 becn in SAFS a long time but didn't realize that I'm near-
ly one of the foundetions! - This is something that just seems to roll along year af-
ter year, Vhen I first got in I thought of it as a temporary thing. Your advice
will likely be pushed intc the book Noreen and 1 are duving, unreconizable form of
course, and we don't pey anything excepPt «esa... "thanks'

TEE ZED Karen, I expeet to0 refer to it when we get up to the final chapter of the
book, You seem to have got the spirit of the con on paper, A geptlemapn being honore
ed who showed his appreciation, I'm sure 1 mentioned it to you at least but other
members probably do not konow that we selected Heinlein as our orginal GOH in '59, his
health was still bad early in the year and we Liad to make a new selection, I'm sure
that we didn't insult loul by making him second choice.

COTSIDERS H'm, I wuess your remarks ebout active fanning fit me also. When I first
met local fans 1 slowly started-spending more and more time with them and less time
with outside peoplie, The years progressed and 1 found myself spending more time in
fan projects, light correspondenhce, cetec and less time with local fans, Now, I've
reached the point where 1 see the locsl fans only occasionally, Lessee, since July
I14ve seen Beorge Young twice, ditto Fred & Jim, and I&ve seen Nick Falasca (Cleveland)
three timea, If I had the time and meoney I'd see far more of out of town fans than 1
would locals,

1 rather think 1'd get by following an atomiz war, doubt that conditions would make
it necessary to t¥ke to the woods. 1'd head south, and settle in a small town some-
vhere living out of the ruins if possitle. This rubbing two sticks together is sheer
nonsense, In the first plaece, assuming that the majoeity of the population died it
would not be difficulil to aequirea good stock of canned foods from private homes, and
why live ig a lean-to when there are so many mountain cottages available?




RESIN The Shapiro stuff was quite interesting! 1In a reprint page he hoped that I
would clear out of fandom soon, that was during the Black regime, back in '52. 1I'll
just comment that I've been in fandom a decade following that statement, done some
40 0dd SAPSzine since that period, while he went in and eut fandom like a fat lady in
the revolving door. You'll note that he retained his interest in four letter words
over the years.

I managed to maintain a reasonable quiet for a year and now .I might as well add a
few more deteils to the Shapiro story. (Remember Cos, I savda year ago, that I did
not always knoek friends & or enemies).

Some of you will recall that Hal ‘Shapjro and I had gopsiderablg trouble, in and
out of SAPS some ten years ago, I won't discuss those at the moment, perhaps someday
an article on them, in any case we meintained a respectible dislike for eaech other for
the intervening ten years,. So, like Hal blew back into Detroit in October of '59,
his marriage had broken up, antd his business in Cinecindtti was bankrupt. ke and his
partner had parted company (some sort of promotional merchandising stuff). He got a
series of small positions, mostly commision stuff I gather., None of which entailed
any real amount of work or salary, ‘

he announced that he would throw a New Year's kve party for the Detroit group, and
I must say that he kept his word. ke rented a suite in the local Sasller hotel, thres
rooms, with private bar ( 2 cases of liquor). silver coffee service, buffet meal,
three white coated waiters; etc., Oh this was a blow-out! When the meal had been
served and the bottles opened, etc he called the head waiter over, took the bill,
added a sizeable tip to the bill, signed it with a flourish, and diemissed them for
the night. - Sometime in the wee small hours, he and compariats hauled out the rest of
the likker. . Op January 2nd he was sitting in front of the court house, waiting to
file personal tankruptcy papers. He got away clean on this one.

During the following year he worked at various jobs and eventually got a job as a
salesman for Harnes,or Hanes, or same such outfit selling, beadquarters in Indinapolis
Barly in December of 1960 HAl greWsecretive. He told the locel fans that he was
going to guit his' job and "go away®, He said very little but eventually he contacted
a lecal drive-avay outfit and agreed to drive a Chrysler Imperial (purple no less) to

a west coast -town - probably Portland or Seattle., He gave an old Chevy he wemeddto
George Young and drove away, He seemed to be in the echips, he'd bought new clothes,
a fine typewriter, expensive tape, recorder, etc, fie claimed to have enough money to
live a yesr without working. :

The weeks pessed and slowly the story unfolded, his purchases were all made with
bad checks. The car was not delivered to the west coast, As time went on we heard he
was wanted in several town (in verious states) for passing bad checks., A Michigan
police offical told us he'd passed $1,200 worth in one town, (I believe it was Indian-
aplois) The FBI started check¥ng out his friends. (Asked to supply fan address's an
unnamed Detroit fan offeréd some four hundred and suggested that 1 would likely have
8everal thousand - 1 wag never contacted) ;

. In any case I understand on good authority that he was arrested in Miami trying to
sell the Imperisl, was tried end convicted in a federal court of taking a stolen car
acrose a state line, and is doing 2 to 9 in a Federal prison in or near Miami,

While I personally feel that he got what was coming to him I'1ll also mention that I
wag tracking him, by mail, much faster then the FBI end managed not to tip off the
police. Many things I may be but an informer nol

WAFTAGE I hrar that Regeney hasn't done too well. The local agent, who handles them

as well as others is reported to hgve walked into a local distributor and asked "How's

Regeney doing"? Thé owner looked up and replied, "Lousy". Thb agent then remarked,
"Well, at least it's ceconsistent". I understand the first two books did not do too

[



well, however they are reported to have recouped with another book called "Mister
Ballerina" Their latest, F iTgatory, or some such, again by Ellison is
reasonablg. good, and his current RCEK & Sifﬁi 1 actually enjoyed.

Lewis has delegated some of the work in the Fanzine Foundation, I'm curator at the
moment, meaning I count the boxes, but do little or no indexing at present. The idea
of having Detroit fandom help index them is fine but unworkable, as 1I8ve said earlier
getting them to roll over is sufficent effort, let alone expecting any actual effort

from them, Schultz has offered to help sort them someday and if I ever get a completly
free surmer we might actually do it.

FLABBERGASTING B'ghod you've given me an idea! I want everyone to remember that
Tosk suggestecd that I shoot Bruce Pelz! This will mske him an accesory before the
fact, T haven't got an reasorn yet, but I suppose it's just a matter of time,

WATLING STREET Interesting to hear just what did happen. Ben Singer has acoepted a
job teaching at &« Penn (major) college. I wonder if we ought to supply them with a
few of his earlier efforts. Thinking thet someone might teke me seriously ‘I have pot
listed the neme of the college.

GUM TREE In reply to your question re the Tuck Handbook; 1 feel somewhat responsible
for his second and third reprinting, As I recall he orginaily printed 150 copies. In
early 1960 1 ordered'loo copies at one time, Today 1 recieved a check asg payment for
the copy sent to a 8. Africen University, an order from Duke University. You'll find
a copy (supplied by me) in the library in Perth, lestern lustralia, one in Cambridge,
England, a eopy in the Biblique De France, one at Harvard, ete. I guess 1'm selling
75 to 100 eoples per year.

DIE Schultz I don't think you're a survival $ype, 1 just don't believe you'd shoot
an absclute stranger without provacation and thet's the sort of thing that makes for
a survivor, I'm inclined to agree with you regarding socialism. It's reached the
point where practically the entire population expects the goverment to do their thinka
ing, planning, and providing for them. My views of televeision, and govermental
controls are pretty well known but I, for one refuse to go along with the common herad.

"I tell you three times" has become far too prevelent for the poulation (make that
populetien) to ever start to thipk for themselves.

WARIOOK Joe Kennedy was kidnapped from the Ann Arbor campus a couple of years ago &
hauled into Detroit by Dean Me Laughlin, I spent mogt of the afterncen with them &
he was amazed to hear of the changes, end improvements, in Sw.FPS. Joe, of course, has
lost all interest in fandom, and I suspect hopes that fand will nevermore pound upon
his door.

1¢'s amazing the people who go in and out of SaiFS, the majority of the more talente
ed and devoted members go from S.LPS into FaP4 and vanish from our ken, but a certain
portion drop out, and a year or two later re-appear, perhaps with more enthuasism than
on their first appearance. I'd point to Dave Rike for one - he'll be back, it's just
a matter of time.

I suspeet that when I join F.F. I may well drop out of S.PS, not from lack of int-
erest but becaase 1'1ll becowe busy with various projects and eventually simply lack
the time to handle both apas - I'll take the easy course out and wind up in FiaPai alone

Regarding the Laney article, (on minor accomplishments blown up) would that by any
chance be the 'l am a big man" or words to that effeet. If so, I seem to recall that
it appeared in FAFA about '48-%50. :

I've been doing considerable research in old fanzines and it's amamzing the changes
that a generstion hes wrought in fandom. Can you imagine Tucker as Pregident of the
N3F 2 Moskowitz gdrinding out reams of under qualified fan fiction %




INVESTIGATION IN
NEWCASHTLE _sack sPEErR

“1If you wish r tnin: Jlonc right, you .must do it
yourself; you must not lecve it to otuersd®

1f you esked me if 1 thot Jeiler was worth it, the answer would ne lio; but the
_ pleesure I had playing private investigator vas wvorta it, .

Easter jAftcrooon,

No Dezler, Stein, Dounick, or Matley in the Newcestle fonebook,

z1) North 20th was a snall white house in goed condition, After photographing
it, 1 “nocked, just ms Claudec's wother cume out u side door, going someviere, No,
Claude vaan't ir town - bad zone off somewhere in (uilo. ~he reccognized my name, but
not any of those of the Indizna Coswen, cnd of course sne didn't know where they liv-
ed, But thecn, sle was busy all day al tue izetory and didn't see mumci of Claude and
nis sotivities, This wasn't his house; it wes Lis grandfather's. 1 esked if he
had a2 mimeo ot this address; reply vas veguely ne;iative, Jegler's motiier was a
shorp-looking womun, but covurteous emuf, in & coarse sort of way, toward me, She
vecame suspicicus, hovever, when 1 folioved up her statement tuat Cleude « ®has vork-
ed around some et voricus tuings® - with fuether qustioning about ‘wihether he ned a

rezular job, 1 assured aer that I merely wvanted to kXpown if tiere was something
that would make him have to return fromn Coio vonday so that 1 mite still uee Lim,
There vasn't, Clsude hed been sick tiie past week, trouble with storsci ulcers.
She would ask his vounzer brother if he knew wanere Clzude was, 80 t.at 4 mighte call
kim up. s¢ the youn.er brother Vergie e ler 2 ( lumed as treasurer of the Coamic
Circle. to wnor money orders siould be mede ocut.) 1 ssked the adove. ~he said,

No, not volunticering who Veriie Jegler vas, fobert would fone me at the notel if he
knev where oisude waa, but he was too busy witi a job to take pert in Llaude's active
itiecs,

214 N, 20 ceing the only sddress 1 hed, I caught a ride witu a hiva@y petrolman
to tho police stition, vhere + hed ther lock up seversl pemes in tiae city and county
di rectory. A lins on Jominick ( said by Merlow to be the real name of i.elen
Bradlicigh) ron out, but within e block of tiie end of this trzil was tke nome address
of Cicude & Vercie Jesler - Vercic apparently is his motier - as siven in the directe-
Ory. It is a mixcd negro ¢ wiite neignboriocd, but doesn't louvk like a red lite
district. 1 paotographed the house, wiich is swell and shialby but not dilapidated.

Rather exten-ive inauiries in the suburb of Oak @rove turned up no trace of
ratley's, Tylors, Tylors, or Tilbys, (iersons ramed in connection with the OGrS pang
Var), dain ended fMMrtier seerch. Fone ¢nlls to a Jalters, a Jenkins, and ean
Allen in the fone book failed to locate tiic persons of those surnumes mentioned in CC
publications. SR

NOLEA Y : :
Stated at the county welfure bocrd toat 4 ves e neuber of an organization that
vas gonsidering cxpellin; Je_ler; cxpleained that consid:rable visiting joes on among
the members with hospitality taker for granted and mentioned dJe.ler's complaints over
exclusion from tne gathering at the president's bouce, also, vhen ssked, told vhat
I had headd vie the rarlow's about the Jdecler-ionnick love effair, The worker wno
hendled tae case in 1942 vas no longer there, but enother woman read tne file and
told me about it. NMr & Mrs Megler vere divorced. Joan vombick's ncme ves Jo
anne (sp?) Andes, Domniclk being her gtep futher, shie was of lovwer mentality than
Claude, who ves also classed a3 subnommel, tio there were no figures on his
mentality in the report, and i.rs Scotten, the school prinecipsl, hed said tuat he made
fairly good zrecdes, Claude had btoeen twice conmited to the nast Laven hospital for
tae Insene, ot Ric¢hmond, Indiana; once after beating up a little boy, vho was the
county prosecutor's son, and 2gein sfter beating Mrs Begler.



After the Domnick offense in 1942, they advised sending Clsude to the Maskatuck
(sp?), school fcr the feeble-minded, but his mother didn't want to sign the papers,
30 it wes agreed that Claude would leave town, and he had done so. ¥

In the ecounty clerk's office I got the following information from the commitment
records on Claude Dgeler: He was born 19 May 1920 in Polpular Bluff, Mo, and came to
Newcastle in 1925 from Wolf Bayou, Arkansaw., Mr, Degler had deserted the family, and
he had a mania for stealing, The Degler grandfather had been confined in a hosgpital
for the insane. The first sign of insanity in Claude were observed in December 1935:
extreme nervousness, depressed spells, violent destructive spells. The commritment
application was dated March 1936. The attack at that time had been gradual in onset,

He had had nervous and depressed spells several times in the preceeding year. It
was necessary to remove him from school in 1934 because of his extreme nervousness.

He was a diligent student and on the honor roll. From Jan to March of 1936, his
mother had to keeﬁ him away from other people. He had lately become homicidal, The
Doctors examination said that Clsude had fits of temper, was unable to tell the diff-
erence between right and wrong, and otherwise confirmed the deseription in the applic-
ation,

He was emacinted, sallow, and anemic, alternatcly lepressed and excited. Homicia-
al and destruetive tendencies. Had ettepted to burn buldinss., Another physicaian's
statement seid he was insominiac, had poor appetite, and cried frequentlys. Among the
papers was a rertification that he was the probablg potential parent
of mentally inecompessnt or socialliy iradequete offspring, and calling for his steril-
ization, In 1937 November he waz discharged as havirg been restored to sanity,

There was no reecord of eny other commitement. I was told that his bowother had
alsc been sent to the asylum, which might have been confucsed by the welfare board,

Calls at the local newspaper offices discovered nothing about the Oak Grove fight-
ing. Found nothing about it in the local paper about the date given,

At the post office, they knew of no one named Stein., Box 365 {Frank N, Stein's
return address) had long been in Vergie Degler's name, .

The County Prosecutor was at the pelice station, After I identified myself, he
told me about the 1936-1937 occurrencés . Claude was chasing some children who were .
teasing him, when they passed another group of kids among whom wes the proescutors
son, (he did not mention the relationship until later), The boy was beaten severely,
bruised all over. A WPA workmnan a block away heaid his screams and came to stop
Degler, but he got away., That evening Claude set fire to the prosecutors coal shed,
and slipped away again from police and firemen, returning later that nite to burn the
garage (containing car) of the next door neighbor. He then knocked on the neighbor's
door. The lady of the house recognized him and screamed. He threatened that he
would blow up the whole block, After Claude had been in the asylum a few months, his
mother pulled political strings and got him furloughed,

She kept him locked up at home until one nite beat her unconsious, knocked over
the kerosene stove, and left the house afire with her in it, He was teturned to
Bast Haven, and after staying there a year, was furloughed again, but not declared
cured. The prosecutor knew less about the Demnick case. e said she and Claude
had met for statutory repe, but due to inability to prove that it had been accomplisha
ed, the agreement for Claude to get ocut of town was made, and he had gohe, tho' he'd
been arcund some since then, The prosecutor, like the others failed to recognize
the name of Helen Bradleigh.

Firther search in the city directory found no Tilby, Tylor, Kinney, Hagsmeyer,
Math, Matley, nor Bradleigh.

Returning to Degler's neighborhood, I made further inguiries and soon found Joan
Domnick, She appeared to be 15 or 16. Denied being Helen Bradleigh or knowing any~
thing about her. Said she had not heen amember of Degler's the Cosmic Circle or
helped on Degler's publications in any way.




I knocked on the door at Degler's, but nobody was home. A note from Vergie
»egler pinned to the screen said neighbors had teold her somebedy had been around
several times trying to get in touch with her, and asked whoever it was to leave a
nots or drop a card to box 365. . Attempted to fone Mrs Scotten, but since it was a
school holidey she was out of town,

At the East Haven asylum, the voman at the desk said, ' ---Degler 7 Robert --
Oh, Claude Degler." The superintendent had the folder brough to me. *What's he
doing now -- Something in the religious line 7" I mentioned the Cosmie Concept. The
Superintendent said he came in 1936 and was furloughed twice, both times against their
advice, last leaving in 1937. They hadn't made any tests of his intelligence, since
with that type it wouldn't have been a fair guide to his performance under other con-
ditions., He pointed out however, that the boy had never gone beyond the seventh
grade. He had not caused them any trouble while in East Haven, The sterilization
called for had not been done at East Haven, At the time of his admission it was re-
corded that he'd had nothing to do with the opposite sex. He had been discharged
from the asylum as "restored', but it was up to the court to decide whether to judge
him sane agein,

They in the hospital didn't care whether people were sent there or not, Often
the relatives would object, and they were usually harder to deal with than the patie-
nt. He menticned that Claude had claimed te suffer from various imaginery illness.-.
ess, had sajid that people teased him, and had burned down a garage to get revenge on
somebody.

I asked the superintendent if he could tell me the name of Bleude®s type of in-
sanity, but he said it was a "privileged cammunication, for the family only . 1 ean
tell you almost anything else you want to know about him tho'." ke did say it was a
recurrent type, and asked about Claude's recent activities, I spoke of his Cosmice
Cirele and his publications in our amateur press association. The superintendent
said, " I guess he's having a recurrence of it now, They'll probably catch up with
him again before long. Bug he stayed out six or seven years, didn't he ¢ I see
here he joined the Buck Rogers club and had a lot of trouble with that because people
made fun of him. They go in for things like that, He was interested in electricity
too; used to fool around with it. Lnything like that - and religions - anything you
just can't put your finger on, they go in for.®

On my honer as & stefnist, this article is true and eomplete.

Jack Speer

The above article appeared in FAPL:, Summer 1944 :
Reprinted through the co-operation of the Fanzine

Foundation and Mr, Alan J. Lewis,

Isn®t it odd how these kooks keep popping up in Indisnas ?
I find definste parrells between this one and the latest
one to creep out from under his rock. They both came from
a fannishly restricted area, both are utter fanatics, each
i1s determined to lead the crusade, regardless of whether they
recieve approval - or followers. Maybe we'd best remove the
few sensible fans from the area and then sesal 1t off.
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